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BRAGG CREEK

BRAGG CREEK — INTRODUCTION — by Freda
Purmal v

When the first white men ventured into the foothill
country now known as Bragg Creek district, they must
have been inspired by the beauty of the country after
traversing miles of open prairie. The hills, the crystal
clear Elbow River and numerous creeks teeming with
grayling and trout. There were forests of spruce, pine,
poplars, balm-of-gilead, willows and a few balsam trees;
and in the background, the majestic Rockies.

There were no fences and no roads except the
historical Stoney Indian Trail which had been used for
generations from Rocky Mountain House, south to the
Macleod area. Wildlife was abundant with thousands of
prairie chicken in the open areas, ruffled grouse, spruce
partridge and on the highest hills nested the blue grouse.
Fur bearing animals were also in large numbers. Strange-
ly as it now may seem, there were very few deer or their
related species in this immediate area, due probably to
lack of tree protection.

Devastating fires through the years had taken their
toll of many forested areas and when the first settlers
arrived there were large open meadows and flats which
made it un-necessary to clear land for their first haying
and plowing. Today, most of this once open land has
become heavily timbered.

This beauty spot is now approximately 25 miles south
west of Calgary since the old roads have been straight-
ened, a relatively short distance from the prairie and with
a complete change of environment.

When the early surveying was finished, Bragg Creek
became a small district comprising township 23-5-w/5
and part of township 22-4-w/5. It is bounded mostly on
the east by the Sarcee Indian Reserve, on the west and
south by the Forest Reserve and on the north by what is
known as the Jumping Pound Lease. These are the ap-
proximate boundaries.

The first settlers arriving found only rutted trails win-
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ding along the lands of least resistance with the river and
creeks to ford. Some people used trails from Calgary to
the Springbank and Cochrane areas before turning south,
others followed river valleys and some came by Priddis.

Very few of the early settlers remained for any length
of time. It was a beautiful and unspoiled country but
isolated. Homesteaders found it was an impossibility try-
ing to eke out a living for their families. Early frosts
soured the bush grass which left no nutritious value for
wintering livestock and despite numerous chinooks, snow
was, and still is often 2 feet deep by spring. There were
some who remained long enough to prove up their
homesteads and others who just squatted for awhile
before moving on to more lucrative looking areas. One
neighbor calling on a friend to bid farewell, his two
wagons piled with all his worldly goods and a few head of
horses and cattle, remarked that although he was sorry to
leave, a man could not feed his family on scenery.

All who remain in Bragg Creek today of the earliest
settlers are the offspring of two families; Captain W. H.
Muncaster and T. K. Fullerton.

Since the early 1920s, Bragg Creek has always been a
favored spot for week-enders and now many retired peo-
ple and those engaged in city business have permanent
homes and commute to the city each day. There are also
numerous ranches, large and small in the district. Bragg
Creek now has paved highways, electric power, natural
gas, 24 hour telephone service, stores, dance and com-
munity halls, swimming pools, dude ranches and various
other enterprises. Much of the once open rangeland and
hay fields are now small acreages sporting beautiful
modern homes — all this change in less than 80 years.

Bird hunting — 1909. Jake Fullerton and daughter, Freda. Blue roan
team “Tommy” and “Billy”, dog “Pup”
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BRAGG CREEK ARTICLES

FIRST BRAGG CREEK SCHOOL No. 3088 — by
Freda Purmal

The first school in Bragg Creek was built in 1914, on
an acre of land in the N.E." 10-23-5-W/5, donated by
the Cullen brothers. This was the most central location at
that time. There were three families with school age
children; the Bill Grahams, the Jim Longs and the Jake
Fullertons. The Graham family lived to the west, the
Long family to the north and the Fullerton family to the
east.

The school was not built without a battle. The familes
with school age children faced a formidable enemy; the
childless residents and the Department of Education. The
Government grant offered was inadequate so taxes had to
be levied in order to build and maintain the school.

Teachers were most difficult to come by, often there
were no teachers available during a regular school term
resulting in winter closure and opening in the spring and
summer.

The school meetings which took place to elect
trustees and a secretary resembled the advent of a civil
war, no blood was ever shed but everyone expected there
would be an eruption at any moment.

The school was a white frame building, heated by a
large air-tight wood heater situated in the centre of the
one room and about twenty feet of tin stove pipe, tied to
the ceiling with baling wire which stretched to the back of
the room to a brick chimney. On cold days, only those
sitting near the stove were able to keep warm, the
remainder of the pupils sat huddled in their coats and
overshoes. On each side of the room there were four little
coal oil lamps in brackets on the walls. Between the
lamps hung large maps of North America, Alberta and
Canada. At the back of the room, on each side of the
chimney were two blackboards.

The furniture consisted of the teacher’s oak desk and
chair, three sizes of desks for the pupils — grades one to
eight. The library was a small cupboard with a huge
Webster dictionary and about a dozen books such as
Tom Sawyer, Huckleberry Finn, Little Women, etc.

The first teacher at Bragg Creek was Miss Maude
Stewart, born in 1888 at Charlottetown, P.E.I., a sister
of “Frank Stewart”. She organized the first Christmas
tree concert and the building was packed. Miss Stewart

Miss Maude Stewart first Bragg Creek School teacher. Picture taken
in her brother Frank's car, April 13, 1915.

Bragg Creek School No. 3088. First picture taken August 1917 by
teacher Cicely Wilson. Six pupils are children of the Tom and Jake Fuller-
ton families.

\

Bragg Creek School pupils and teacher — 1919. Back row, L. to R.:
Jessie Fullerton, Caroline Tetherington, Rodina Reinertson, Florence
Fullerton. Centre row: Freda Fullerton, Winnie Fullerton, Anne Fullerton,
Florence Reinertson, Harold Fullerton. Front row: Bill Fullerton, Alva
Fullerton, Harvey Tetherington, Ruth Fullerton. Teacher, Charles Reid.

Photo courtesy Charles Reid

taught for a few years in Alberta before marrying Harry
Webster. They lived at Red Willow, Alberta, until mov-
ing to Victoria. Maude died in Victoria in 1965.

Cicely “Wilson™ taught for two different terms, she
lived with her parents, John and Mary Wilson and rode
the four miles to school on a little sorrel mare named
“Madge” which belonged to my mother.

In the succeeding years, Bragg Creek had many fine
teachers, both men and women. They usually boarded at
the John or Jake Fullertons’ or with the Whites. Wher-
ever a lady teacher boarded, bachelors for miles around
became frequent visitors.

My mother was often elected school secretary and
had the task of hiring teachers with the approval of the
trustees. They only erred once which caused considerable
embarrassment. They hired a very attractive girl from





























































































































































































































